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On October 4, 1883, the conductor blew his whistle and 
sounded the departure of the Orient Express on its maiden voyage 
to Constantinople

Nearly 140 years on, the name remains a timeless symbol of the 
art of travel, evoking a unique sensation—that mixture of emotio-
nal thrill and intellectual indulgence.

The Orient Express invites you on a journey of discovery and 
contemplation on board its finest vintage cars. Built in the 1920s, 
they are iconic ambassadors-at-large for the Art Deco style. 

They were designed by the greatest artists and decorators of their 
time. Now, their original materials—precious woods, marquetry, 
glass panes, upholstery, leatherwork, etc.—are lovingly main-
tained by artisans who are the custodians of exceptional crafts-
manship.

The Orient Express helps you to design bespoke events.



« The special attraction of the journey lies in its ma-

king the difference between departure and arrival 

not as imperceptible but as intense as possible, so 

that we are conscious of it in its totality, intact, as 

it existed in our mind when imagination bore us 

from the place in which we were living right to the 

very heart of a place we longed to see. »

Marcel Proust,  

Within A Budding Grove



THE TRAIN AND ITS HITORY

The Orient Express, Europe’s first trans-
continental train, was created by Georges 
Nagelmackers. From Paris to Constanti-
nople, it became known as “the king of 
trains and the train of kings” because of its 
many illustrious passengers.

The celebrities who travelled on the Orient 
Express helped forge the luxury train’s 
legend. It was then immortalised by the 
great novels and adventure tales in which 
it played a central role, and it has since 
become a universally fascinating and intri-
guing cultural object.

The Orient Express is a theatrical setting 
for encounters, a bridge between western 
and eastern cultures, between here and 
elsewhere, between the known and the 
unknown…

THE 1920’S, THE GOLDEN 
AGE OF TRAVEL

The Roaring Twenties marked a turning 
point in cultural and artistic life all over Eu-
rope, with popular Parisian revues taking 
the stages by storm in the world’s largest 
capitals. Different types of passengers 
started to travel on the Orient Express, and 
businessmen and diplomats dined with ri-
sing and established music-hall stars. 

The cars were modernized, and the first 
metal carriages were introduced, fitted 
with all the latest comforts and amenities. 
To reflect the artistic trends of the day, 
their interior decoration was entrusted to 
leading figures of the Art Deco movement, 
notably René Prou, who in turn invited 
master glass designer, René Lalique, to 
work his magic.



1845
Birth of Georges
Nagelmackers in 
Liège (Belgium).

1867
During a study trip 
to the United States, 
Georges discovers 
the sleeping and 
dining cars designed 
by G. M. Pullman, 
innovations that 
integrate services 
previously offered 
during mandatory 
stops.

1872
Georges 
Nagelmackers creates 
the Compagnie 
Internationale de 
Wagons-Lits (CIWL).  
Its objective: 
to bring luxury trains 
on track across Euro-
pean countries.

1882
On October 10, a 
test train called the 
«Train Eclair de Luxe» 
connects the 1,350 
km between Paris and 
Vienna in 27 hours 
and 53 minutes.

1883
The First Train  
Express d’Orient  
completes the the 
inaugural round trip  
between Paris and 
Constantinople, from 
the 4th to 20th Oc-
tober, representing 
6,372 kilometres in 
thirteen days.

1889
The railway track 
is completed: the 
Orient Express Train
 links Paris to 
Constantinople 
via Budapest, 
Belgrade and Sofia 
in 67 hours and 46 
minutes.

1891
The Train Express  
d’Orient official-
ly becomes the 
Orient-Express.

1894
Georges  
Nagelmackers  
founds the Interna-
tional Company of 
the Grands Hôtels, 
designed to extend 
the experience of 
travelling in luxury 
hotels, through the 
countries crossed by 
the Orient-Express.

1905
Décès de Georges 
Nagelmackers

1906
Véritable défi  
technologique, le  
tunnel du Simplon  
ouvre la transversale  
qui permettra de  
s’aventurer toujours  
plus au Sud.

1914
War inerrupts the  
connectionsof 
the Orient-Ex-
press.

1919
The  train 
Simplon-  
Orient-Express 
is inaugurated, 
now reaching 
Istanbul via Milan 
and Venice.  The 
first metal cars in 
night blue colour 
are introduced.

1926
1930
René Lalique  and 
René Prou,  res-
pectively master 
glassmaker and 
decorator, create 
the sumptuous 
decor that signs 
the Orient-Express 
style anchored 
still nowadays 
in the collective 
imagination.

1930
The CIWL buys the 
company Thomas  
Cook, creating thus 
the first network 
of travel agencies 
worldwide.

1939
The Second World 
War interrupted 
most of the connec-
tions.

1946
The Orient Express 
service is restored to 
Istanbul.

1977
Facing compe-
tition from the 
development of the 
aviation market, 
the Orient-Express 
made its last trip to 
Istanbul on May 20. 
A few years later, 
several cars were 
sold at auction.

2014
The SNCF group 
organises the 
exhibition «Il était 
une fois l’Orient 
Express», which 
presents unpubli-
shed pieces from 
private collections 
and SNCF archives, 
in collaboration 
with the Institut du 
monde arabe.

2015
The SNCF group 
creates Orient 
Express, a subsidiary 
designed to preserve 
and enhance the 
value of the heritage 
of a legendary train 
but also to open a 
new chapter in its 
history.

2016
Orient Express re-
veals its new stylistic 
identity through a 
partnership with 
FIAC.

2017
In order to preserve, 
protect and promote 
its important archive 
collection, Orient Ex-
press creates Orient 
Express - Heritage, 
Endowment Fund, 
and thus participates 
the publication of 
reference works 
including Orient 
Express, de l’histoire 
à la légende (Albin 
Michel Publishing).

2018
The SNCF group is 
joining forces with 
the Accorhotels 
group to drive a new 
dynamic in the deve-
lopment of the brand 
with the following 
objectives the de-
ployment of several 
activities under the 
same banner: 
- Hotels
- Lifestyle
- Train

2019
The operation of 
the Orient-Express 
train set is entrusted 
to Potel et Chabot 
and Saint Clair Le 
Traiteur.

     Portrait of Georges Nagelmackers, founder of the Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-Lits (CIWL) in 1872 and «father» of the Orient-Express.  
      Lithograph of the bogie dining car No. 151, 1883.      Continental Traveller Guide published by the CIWL, containing information on 
train schedules, the Company’s hotels, but also many advertisements, July 1896.

     Detail of a leaflet on the drinking rates on board the Orient-Express.          Summer Palace Hotel in Therapia: exterior view of the hotel. 
When it was too hot, the Company’s customers preferred to flee the heart of Constantinople to take refuge by the water. 
     Simplon-Express train at the exit of the Simplon tunnel, opened in 1906 and opening a new track through the Alps.      CIWL poster for the Sim-
plon-Orient-Express, Jean-Pierre Touchet, 1930.      Visual identity of the Orient Express Heritage Endowment Fund.



AT THE CENTER OF THE 
TRAIN, THE BAR-CAR, LE 
TRAIN BLEU, AND ITS RE-
MARKABLE DECOR.

Our historic cars are some of the rarest and most charac-
teristic of this key period which now defines the Orient 
Express style. They have been designated as historical 
monuments, which is the highest distinction and level of 
protection given in France.

Their names, Flèche d’Or, Train Bleu, Etoile du Nord, Ana-
tolie, Taurus, Riviera and Côte d’Azur, are a tribute to the 
famous luxury trains that criss-crossed Europe, and each 
car has its own very distinctive atmosphere.



TRAIN BLEU

This Pullman car was built in 1929 as 
part of the famous Train Bleu express 
train, and transformed into a bar- and 
lounge-car. It has now been designated 
as a French historic monument. Its luxu-
rious interior decoration was crafted by 
René Prou and René Lalique. 

Its distinguishing features are the sy-
camore panels, each encrusted with a 
Lalique floral bouquet of silver glitter 
foliage and pâte de verre roses, and its 
solid mahogany bar. This car, which was 
the backdrop for the final scene in Syd-
ney Lumet’s film “Murder on the Orient 
Express”, is a very rare model, since only 
two originals have survived. 



FLÈCHE D’OR 
AND ETOILE DU NORD: 
ON-BOARD LUXURY 
IN THE LOUNGE-CARS



FLECHE D’OR

The great glassmaker René Lalique 
(1860-1945) also designed the interior 
of this car. Its Cuban mahogany panel-
ling decorated with pâte de verre panes 
featuring René Lalique’s famous naiads is 
especially remarkable. It is furnished with 
wide, comfortable Pullman Côte d’Azur 
armchairs. The lamps and wall lights were 
designed by René Prou and made from 
pressed glass. In 1977, Princess Grace 
Kelly was a passenger on car 4159’s last 
trip to Monte Carlo, Monaco, where it was 
auctioned off by Sotheby’s.



ETOILE DU NORD

Car 4151 was built in 1929 and named 
Étoile du Nord after the famous line it ran 
on. It also welcomed passengers travel-
ling on the Flèche d’Or (Paris-London), 
Oiseau Bleu (Paris-Brussels) and Sud 
Express (Paris-Lisbon) lines. Its interior 
decoration is plain—only the two com-
partments at either end of the car feature 
panelling in Karelian birch burl encrusted 
with exotic marquetry by René Prou. This 
car has now been designated as a French 
historic monument.



THE DINING-CARS: 
TAURUS, ANATOLIE AND RIVIERA



TAURUS

Car 2979, known as Taurus, is a dining-car 
decorated in green hues. Its interior design 
includes panelling in burl and crotch Cuban 
mahogany, and polished bronze Pullman 
lamps, wall lights and luggage racks. Between, 
1927, when it was created, and 1940, it was 
the dining-car on the Orient Express. It also 
served as the setting for a scene in Sydney 
Lumet’s film “Murder on the Orient Express”. 
In Aleppo, Hercule Poirot comes aboard the 
Taurus car.

ANATOLIE ET RIVIERA

These two dining-cars, numbers 2869 and 
2979 respectively, were decorated in red 
tones, creating a warm, plush atmosphere.  Car 
2979, known as Riviera, was built in 1927. It 
was part of the Simplon Orient Express which 
travelled through southern Europe to Istanbul, 
with stopovers in Milan and Venice, among 
other places. René Prou is credited with ha-
ving designed the elegant, sober interior. The 
car’s eight marquetry panels feature crotch 
mahogany frisage with a rosewood and ebony 
border. The panelling in twin dining-car 2869, 
named Anatolie, is decorated with plant mo-
tifs reminiscent of the Art Nouveau style. All 
the lamps, wall lights and luggage racks are in 
polished bronze.



Journey
_

Discovery
_

Gastronomy

Write your very own story on 
board the Orient Express.



ENJOY A MAGICAL JOURNEY

Travel on history’s most iconic luxury train, 
whatever your destination. You will be welco-
med by the Orient Express staff on a private 
platform, and once settled on board, the maîtres 
d’hôtel will attend to your every comfort.



ORIENT EXPRESS
Journey
Return trip including an overnight stay at a hotel*

A seaside weekend in Normandy

The seaside resort of Trouville-sur-Mer is charming and authentic.  
Its famous “Queen of Beaches”, a large expanse of fine sand bor-
dered by magnificent period villas, is the perfect place for a stroll. 
Trouville-sur-Mer is also a typical fishing port, renowned for its fish 
market and lively quayside.

Programme

9am
Passengers are welcomed at Paris Montparnasse station.

12am
After a journey lasting 2 hours and 15 minutes, the train arrives at 
Deauville-Trouville station.
Shuttles take you to Les Cures Marines, an MGallery hotel.
You can enjoy various activities during your stay in Trouville:
A picnic on the beach
Relaxing by the pool
A light lunch and wellness treatment at the spa

19pm
A night at Les Cures Marines, an MGallery hotel
The elegant, neo-classical building that houses the hotel was built 
in 1912 and designed to be the most beautiful casino in France. 
It is steeped in the legends of the celebrities and artists who fre-
quented this famous establishment. The five-star hotel, Les Cures 
Marines, is located in the casino’s right wing. Its one-star Michelin 
restaurant, “Le 1912”, provides a unique gastronomic experience. 
Enjoy the casino and a cocktail before your dinner at “Le 1912”.

7pm, the next day
The Orient Express departs. A three-course dinner is served on 
board, followed by a digestif tasting in the lounge- and bar-cars.

* from €1000/person



DISCOVER SECRET ADDRESSES 
AND HISTORICAL SITES

Travel a few kilometres from Paris to discover Champagne’s greatest vintages, visit pri-
vate royal apartments in the châteaux of the Loire Valley, or enjoy an evening by the 
seaside.

The Orient Express and its network of partners will help you enjoy an extraordinary, 
bespoke experience. Departing from Paris, Lyon, Bordeaux and Marseille, France’s 
most beautiful properties will open their doors for you.



ORIENT EXPRESS 
Discovery
Return trip and visit to an exceptional property*

Visit and dinner in Champagne
with Moët & Chandon

Founded in 1743, Moët & Chandon is the world’s largest 
champagne house.  Its cellars are 30 meters below ground 
and spread across 28 kilometres. The cellar masters will wel-
come you and give you a guided tour of this limestone laby-
rinth, sharing the secrets of champagne with you.
After tasting Moët & Chandon vintages, you will be served 
dinner in a surprising location.

Programme

4.30pm
Your guests are welcomed at Paris Gare de l’Est station.

5.30pm
The Orient Express departs and, after visiting its historic cars, 
passengers are served refreshments.

7pm
Arrival in Épernay
Moët & Chandon welcomes you to the property.
Champagne tasting organised and presented by 
a cellar master
A three-course champagne dinner is served in the Caveau 
Napoléon.

10.30pm
Return on board the train. Guests settle into their cars and are 
served hot drinks and digestifs.

* from €650/person.
**on a 120 people chartered train basis



GASTRONOMY

The staff is hard at work in the dining-
cars’ tiny kitchen.

The chef draws his inspiration from 
the train’s history and routes—Vienna, 
Budapest, Venice, Istanbul... the dishes 
follow one another like stopovers on a 
gastronomic journey.



ORIENT EXPRESS  
Gastronomy
A return trip with an exceptional on-board dinner* 

Fine dining with an on-board chef 

With its exclusive partner Saint Clair Le traiteur, the Orient 
Express has attracted some of the greatest chefs.

Attentive staff expertly welcome guests to their seats in the 
dining-car. The meal, like the surroundings, is quite simply 
exceptional. 
As night falls, the dishes follow one another, as intriguing as 
new landscapes.
The beautiful presentation evokes vegetable gardens, pas-
tures and far-off horizons.
Through his creations, the chef conjures up the imaginary 
world of the Orient Express.

Programme

7pm
Passengers are welcomed, and refreshments are served before de-
parture.

7.30pm
The Orient Express departs and after visiting its historic carriages, 
guests are served appetisers in the bar or lounge-cars.

10pm
The dinner menu is served in the dining-car.

10.30pm
Arrival back in the station 

* from €650/person
**on a 120 people chartered train basis



The Orient Express works 
with the best brands and 
artisans to create a signa-
ture experience designed 
to delight travellers.

The best houses are its 
partners: great vintage 
wines, the finest cham-
pagnes, exceptional appel-
lation d’origine controlée 
certified products, and 
much more.

Thoughtful staff attend 
to your every need as the 
landscapes slip past.



THEY MAKE THE TRAIN 

From the desire to maintain tradition alive of a renowned 

Chef with two Michelin stars, Saint Clair le Traiteur has, 

during the past 35 years, organized elegant and creative 

events. 

Christophe Larrat, Head Chef, and Lionel Lallement, 

Pastry Chef Meilleur Ouvrier de France (French award), 

work every day to providing authentic and contemporary 

gastronomy served with finesse and designed with style. 

The teams of Saint Clair are driven by enthusiasm, gene-

rosity and daring ; without forgetting their major quality, 

passion to receive that you will discover during your trip.

 

Tableware by Puiforcat

Porcelain dinnerware exclusively by Bernardaud

Invitation and menu designs

Welcome and last-minute personalized arrangements on 

the departure platform

Gifts for your guests (books and objects, etc.)

The Orient Express train comprises at least three cars and 

can accommodate 20 to 120 guests when on the move 

and up to 300 people on the platform.

For bespoke journeys, the Orient Express teams examine 

destinations and timetables with you (please allow one 

month for your journey to be confirmed).



INFORM THE TRAVELLER

The Orient Express wishes to offer a global ex-
perience by offering heritage communication 
tools, digital save the date, graphic menus, per-
sonalized invitations, your journey begins right 
from this creative stage. 



THE  TRAIN CAPACITIES



Contact
Pascale MOREAU

Directrice Marketing et Développement Commercial
pascale.moreau@saintclair.com

+33(0) 6 60 36 93 60

SAINT CLAIR LE TRAITEUR
3, rue Dantan

92210 Saint-Cloud FRANCE 
www.saint-clair-le-traiteur.com


